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Ina message he preached 15 centuries ago, Augustine offered these words about the Christ-child in

the manger:

Our Lord came down fram life to suffer death;
0 hunger;
the way to weariness;
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In the pages that follow, members of the Brookwood Tribe dffeLa.8
journey to the manger. Be blessed from now until Christmas Eve an



The First Sunday of Advent
December2

Over the last several weeks, | have been re-watching the show "Parenthood” on Netflix. The last time |
watched the show, it was beingsshown one episode per week on NBC. After eas hanging ending,
| would be left {6 waft s&
Kristina, and the rést of the
(depending on haw mu

thecharacters’dr a ' @ atisfaction.
entdoeswo i it. gonling'shopping for pretty

: orneedyith 1-2 day shipping. We haveflines at Taydet that allow us to go
ahead and scan and @y for our owlitems wjifiout the hassle of Waitiag#sehind other customers. Dial-
up has turned digifal. We av thryg'add ApplePay and call-ahead seating. We have a

0 flave an a

question...we camGoogte jt 3 er in sgeondse Waiting CWUS

inconvenience.

As inconvenient ast®ightAse for us in our digital age to wait, thgse®are sgme things that can only
come through waiting...growth, healing, reconciliation, matufity, answergd prayer. Most significant
things in life require patience. And waiting. Lots and lots §f waiting.

L\

al practice of waiting aitad decade

cing
waiting in your life now? Is God doing a work that is requiring patience of you? If so, are you waiting
well? Is your faith growing or withering while you wait? The psalmist tells us in Psalm 27:14: "Wait



on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, | say, on the LORD." As
He did with the people of Israel over hundreds of years, God the Father will give you courage and will
strengthen your heart as you anticipate what He is bringing to fruition in your life. It will be worth the
wait.

Renee Pitts



December 3

Journeys - trips we all love to go somewhere special. Months before the trip we begin to get excited
about where we are going, who we will see, what we will do, all the things that make a trip special,
especially if we are going somewhere to see those we love! Anticipation builds asihe day gets closer

and closer. ‘
Often times when we'th 50
maybe the shepherds- i' nt

utdhgyourney to th weghin t Maryland Joseph or
e W 0 thibk/A@bout what Heaven
closer fo on's jour rt e the Angels

whispering 3?“!& g to go there? Is He rea gfall of this for them?
Will the eSH to journey there, thé ow him or love him?" |
can only in'a Wasitike as thed? 7 eifor God the Father to send

Jesus the Son to @

You see this journéymuasplagned'in eferni ar kW wely rand the
only way for it to worka / |d have : : n to earth. The
writer of Galatiartsp4 . : :

subject to the law. God sent him to buy freedom for us who
adopt us as his very own children. And because we are his

into our hearts prompting us to call out, ‘Abba, Father. No ale
child. And since you are his child, God has made you his heir.” (Gal. 4:4.

Yvonne Looney



December 4

The Greatest Verse and The Greatest Gift

As part of Brookwood s annual Thanksgatherings held in member homes, a Th
True Vine's Pastor Ralph Garth was held o
fe Vine Women's Home. Also present were the

thering led by
afternoon -
esresiding in the

rotected by God's
ette Nesbitt,
and offered as

» "He gave" - The Greatest Act
+ "His one and only Son" - The Greatest Gift



« "That whoever believes” - The Greatest Condition
«  "Shall not perish” - The Greatest Mercy
«  "Have eternal life” - The Greatest Result

This verse is also voiced ever

nday by the Brookwood Ladies Faith Sunday lass as a closing

prayer.

This verse has a‘speci ip&hsion ned the ranks of
Brookwood grandp # h V€ are looking

so forward to tma we also realize
more tha i i m i , steach and every day
within oulf fami ou-brethren an %ers "Above and Bey®

Gail Stevens



December 5

Advent is a time to recognize the value of patience and reflecting on our life as a Christian. In the Old
Testament of the Bible, many waited for the Messiah to comejust asin the New T stament the wise

We often waitin o st. Forexample. |
like most kidsgfait for £ a5.t0 _ as iS.always exciting
because o pE that don't last long

and the o h!‘\):u justdon't use anyn®

Now here's one | ffink lots of pedpl@are wéltifig to arrive, summer. | think summer is so popular
because there is N0*schoo M )u hiavelfo still dg,se

because We wap

e schogl work ike my dad makesme, but
probably not as mUfeh=asYoulould'dd in sghool. @ne of thelredsons iovesu chis the

trips we take. One sup Iy ent to the redch and ode ofiy favorite parts’Was swimming
in the ocean. Eve g6t stung by jellyfish twice. Summer | owever, and soon we had
to go back to school.

| remember having to wait for my cat, Lucy. | had to work arbuiag
for a year to make enough money to buy her at the Humane Socie

and pets can try us. The joy and excitement of new things never seems to last. The Bible teaches us in
1 Peter 1:8-9, "Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you



believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.” So, at Advent time, | think about the joy | have in Jesus. At
Advent, | am reminded that as a Christian, | am waiting on something that will last.

Olivia Roberts



December 6

The Ten Word Christmas Narrative

If1'had to select
pe-the 14" verse
the shepherds or

The gospel accounts of Matthew and Luke provide awe-inspiring Christmas naia

There it is. Tretefl wérds aptlire feme : - - the mystery of the
supernatural, and ¢ ve for us. In an act of cosmic humility and radical love,
the Divine miracuilo ] ash a esidence with us.

One of John's contemporafies, the 2 e P aSi J @ef‘umanitywas
notwithoutsacn elo ) i i o e God," he "made himself

gs." (Phil. 2: 5-7)

verse of John's gospel does not end with the ten word Christmas narrative. John goes on to
testify to the life that was born that Christmas morning and which he later personally observed. John



states “we have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.”

This Advent Season, may we allow room in every facet of our lives for Jesus to make his dwelling
among us. May we behold his glory and may we grow in his grace and truth.

Tim Davis



December 7

On Hope...

| was just thinking
One morning
During prayer
How much alike
Hope
And baking powderare
Quietly (

Getting what i |s

Bestin me

To rise,

Awakening
The hint of eternity

Within.

OWNE

10 the

Macrina Wiederkehr
Benedictine Monastic




December 8

The Nativity

Some woolly innocence!

C.S. Lewis



The Second Sunday of Advent
December 9

This is my first Christmas as a Christian. Christmas will mean a lot more to me thig year since | have
been baptized. This holiday celebrates Jesus being born, and it means more t ince | let Jesus
into my heart.




December 10

Messy Hallelujah

Afew months age owing up
going to the cantefnpora ent season
Mom taught me tha ed. I néver knew anything
different than to stang hile doing some
research | foup adrgelll ne,tradition from then

on. When Handel completed Hallwmgd one of his servants, *| digsthk#'did see all Heaven
before mg, and the gfeat God Hi hrone, with His comfany of Anglels," so | think King
George hathth he gt to thinkipg’about Jesus' birth. .. didMary stand after having Him
in a dirty manger?id Joseph siandafter walking miles on end so that his pregnant wife could get
what little rest she

imagine it, they fe

could.o t ey 0 Bethlehem?If | had to guess, itwould be a no. The way |
o.theft kiteed beaten afid bruiged, yet @mpletelyif awe offthe Mitdolf that was
baby Jesus. | have a
angels.

j,e’ inging samg/pllettyessy yet'bea '|‘halle!rb]:‘hswiththe

Thinking about Mary and Joseph reminds me of this past year in our church and families. We have
seen multiple members of our church battle breast cancer, yet we have gotten to sing hallelujah along
the way with improved and eventually clean scans. That's a fall on your knees, messy hallelujah. We
have seen Simeon Sandkuhl go through the very long process of getting his US citizenship, so he can
go back and keep serving the Lord in Guatemala alongside Casey and their boys. That is a messy
hallelujah. I have had the privilege of finding out my brother and sister-in-law were pregnantand a
few weeks later finding out that my sister and brother-in-law were FINALLY pregnant after years of
infertility. Y'all better believe | was on my knees with tears streaming singing hallelujah. But | have
also had to hold a patient's mother as she leaves Children's Hospital without her son. Now that was a
hallelujah hard to sing, hard to accept God's sovereignty, hard to truly believe Heaven was better than
this broken world. My hallelujahs have been many, but they have come in all different messy, broken,
and beautiful forms.

What are your messy hallelujahs?




When | think back to the times in my short 22 years of life when | am most in awe of God's grace and
mercy, it is not when it has been smooth sailing. It is after coming out of the deepest of valleys, and
often times it is when | am still in them. When Jesus reaches down into the depths of my heart and
hardships, just like he did on that not so silent night in Bethlehem, and holds me in his arms when |
am too weak, and also when | am too in awe to stand.

| encourage you this Advent season to stand, kneel, fall on your face, raise your hands, whatever you
feel is right to you to fully honor the sacrifice Jesus made to make himself known to us as He clothed
Himself in humility in the form of a baby. And know that it is ok to sing those messy hallelujahs,
because | know that when you do, you will be singing with the angels, no matter what stance you are
in.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

Annie Hamm

Y nucr




December 11

He would have been 98 on December 3. Instead of gathering to celebrate Daddy's birthday, my
brothers, sister, other family and long time friends celebrated his life a few weeksago at our mother's
childhood church in North Carglina where he had served both as pastor and interifm for several years.

amrgoing home....
Jesus is the Door

Work all done, laid a
Morning Star lights théwwa
Real life has begun.

e filled

preach
Christ 3
presence of a Holy God.



I've spent a lot of time since Daddy's memorial service thinking about gifts and journeys. During this
Advent season, when we sing Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne | will celebrate, in a new way, the
indescribable gift of God's grace to all who believe in the Master and Lord of Life.

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown
when Thou camest to earth for me;
Bethlehem's home was there found no room

camest; O ,withMg

Iba*!lz&d set Thy people free;
vith mocki

g scorn, and with cro

There is room in my heartfe



December 12

| don't remember ever going without when | was a child. My family was large and loving and | was as
secure and content in the embrace of those relationships as anyone can ever hope. My cup
overflowed. /

Growing
innew S

dress; just we kids de

memories is of a shopping trip my mother made for herse

came back with three new dresses...one of them | remembDe

little

And | know this is true not just from the example of my own parents, but because | have the same



feeling of indulgent love from God, who gives and gives and gives whether | give back or not. God's
love is extravagant, immeasurable. Deserved or not, | am grateful for it and try never to let it become
an expectation or “my just reward.” | think this is one of those memories that teach a life lesson or

blind us in their clarity

ose love Jas ne yafd sti
ibablelgift thatkeeps

Rosanna Tsivourakis



December 13

Listening to the sounds of the season

ore than during

Music adds so much to all of the special times during the year, but probably neve
e th people to our

4 W ond chapter of Luke whea first grade. Thereisa
:8-18) whefean of the Lord appearg gpherds to announce the

N\

y indhei
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/ V/
v/
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...and then, the bga
Christ to the shepeug

| hope music leads you to the manger this season, and | hopgg
gift to each of us, his son, Jesus.

il celebrate God's amazing

Brock Miskelley



December 14

EVERYTHING is transformed at Christmas time. Houses are decorated, lights are strung everywhere,
the radio is filled with Christmas music, the oven with Christmas cookies, and there is so much more
joyand kindness. A person canalways tell when it is Christmas time. | think thisisivery appropriate

"But the fruit of t dve, joy, peace, Patience, kindness, goed

and self control.” - Galatians 5:22

g faithfulness, gentleness,

Caroline Causey



Jesus our brother, kind and good
Was humbly born in a stable rude

| carried he
"|," said the

" said the cow 3
"l gave Him my mange

"|," said the cow d

"I," said the sheep with curly horn,
"I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm;

He wore my coat on Christma

In the stable dark was glad to tell

December 15




Of the gift he gave Immanuel,
The gift he gave Immanuel.

"," was glad to tell

Of the gift he gave Immanue



The Third Sunday of Advent
December 16

Faith

ifthere is no heayen??? uh hadpthese t el st ofgis have had some
sort of thought likgi#is™B 'vﬁm@% i

because of how are. BU ese op, sl e brakes, whack! straight in
o108 questlonwa Q(oufeel alone.

# ought mthes ess the whispers oly Spirit have allowed me
NEVER alogé} Rsalm 1105 says "Your word is a lamp to myfeetandallght

| have had aflof t
to remember we
for my path.” | us€ this-vérse g mefl fefl alone God already.bas a plamfor ways be
with me. God's wordthe Bile,-is.myAampiWe caiing waI hé at fithout elamp is

theonethingthatwur edits andminds.aid N ong.eap'ta s. Even if the

light dims, or negdstg™be reit, the lamp neVer leaves. The lamp i dlways; we have to just not
forget to light the candle.

Every day, wake up and light your lamp. Read it, pray over youswdd} and Tgai . L&t it SHINE
super bright so everyone will



December 17

It may sound strange but my battle with cancer or my cancer journey and the journey to the manger
have some things in common. Please don't get me wrong, nothing can compare to the glory
and significance of the of Jesus’ birth. His story is righteous-and divine where mine

ss that |
had never experie are more

abundant than this Gy

) face life's challenges on my
stead of || ing with hope and
faith, | dwelled on my troubles, cares, and annoyances. Car‘tyeusd@st pictiuethe'@ich alone on the

mountain brooding? There is 3 reason the Bible directs us to fix g

power, to put on the armor of God and to know in my heart (have the courage to believe) that | was
notalone. And, as my journey wentalong and the Who's sent so many encouraging texts, cards, and



flowers, and fed us, and lifted us in prayer and the many, many other ways they carried us along, |
knew | was not alone. God's love surrounded me and | saw His ability to work good in all things, even
the worst things. | saw God's word come to life and my faith grew.

| can'timagine how hard it wasfor Mary traveling while expecting a baby, and-théburden of
delivering her haby,fa e. lalso can't describe how painful it was-goimn weth-all the

was surrounded\by bétieversiwalkifgwwith awe hea
brokenness. | wongde stflave Sivelle /0y boy after her long
journey. Ohk : joy of God'

fparts o pativity stoff and'the journey'tg the mdnger is Luke 2:19-20:

"jp thihgsfand pondered them ji her hea
g ingland pidlsidg Ga I tiie thi

h/c e just ;

But Maryjtres
The shephéfa
they had he ‘(

the difficulties are the training we need to throw off everythitre he
before us? And sure the jo e chance to learn how.todai pfdfaithand value

faith like o

news word
is just g

Would . light
shined 2 nlai 3 3 ss. |
hope G ' e gives
asa G

Jennifer Holley



December 18

Ponder this, if you will:

was created of a mother whom He created.

the Worci &Iﬁﬂ’ &hom all human eloquencei

ustine




December 19

Welcome to Qur World

ears, Mg ments
oy lli istication, danger abounds whe
: afalsesenléf gy Because we can sa¥ -
smarter? Wel AT i .
unfortunately re



Hope that You don't mind our manger, How | wish we could have known,
but long-waited Holy Stranger, make yourself at home,
please make Yourself at home.

Bring Your peace into our violence, bid our hungry souls be f;
Word now breaking Heaven'’s silence,

Welcome to our world.

y heart . lood will s

Io ‘b@to us is born.

Tim Davis



December 20

While I sit down to write this and to think about the journey to the manger, our church and our
collective walk through the advent season, news breaks of tragedy in Squirrel Hill}a community just
outside of Pittsburgh. L7

ity leaders and residents shared stories of loss rkness, but also of

love and the bonds wt s togf@ther. One inte skedypa rabB™in a neighboring community
why he thought eygntsf [ia rﬁ: Audibly eoked r al radigfhe responded not
C " fith'this, “Beca e neéd to ight.

lothe
shining through each of us as ;
N\

that journey was com

Today
your li

And | will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will quide
them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the
things I do, and I do not forsake them.”

-Isaiah 42:16

Katelyn Page



December21

Outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain, and courage, Bethlehem is not the end of
our journey but only the beginning - not home but the place through which we must pass if ever we
are to reach home at last.

Frederick Buechner, The Magn/f/centDWn 6

10 the

Wogger




December22

After Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, regains his ability to speak, he begins to praise. In chapter

1 of Luke, Zechariah "filled with the Holy Spirit" praises God in a passage we refer to as “The
Benedictus.” He praises God fagsalvation through God's son, who has yet to b through a means
that has yet to bere e specifically, in vs. 69, Zechariah proclai ised up a horn

$€ of his servant David."
aw% irmihghiam, | have not spent
ne sedrchon horns | learned

istinction between horpse ers. Antlers are
nta's reindeer dongtreally help’us understand the

dramation. The 6
: nfortun

3"%’;

Spirit would lead Zéeharid are Salvati ahern. )i ationd ist Jesus, once
received, becomes i efngs. j ¢ i row’in faith in

salvation, both describe salvation as the tool that empower
bodies, the head. With the mere presence of a horn, the head is tra




Though no one in the Brookwood tribe is a horned animal, | encourage us to think about what this gift
of salvation means for each of our lives. With our horns raised, we have an eternal gift of salvation that
should empower us each and every day to fight in the spiritual battles of this world, fully confident in
the protection offered by our Savior's gift.

Anne Rector



The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December23

Christmas and Suffering

| wish | could telyg off my Christmases growing up were akin to -you
know, a perfect farily i perfectly decorated home with their perfectly wra

experiencing the perfé tm d rey@ting in n. Butg can't. You see, |
have an older brothe ars'— al oI|c n I ) /gfowing up, he was a
young adult istnia ays rd for h| gVeryone’s mind in my

ih the delivery of the gifts. It
' my mother did.

closed
stures
tor
not, sending a heartfelt note in the mail can do wonders for those suffering (I never realized the power
of personal notes until we received them). Probably more importantly, I hope we will all be open to



allowing others to talk about their suffering, without judgment and without trying to fix it. The simple
act of allowing someone to air their suffering will oftentimes remind that person of better times.

Thank you all for carrying our burdens for us.

Wishing you a wondefft erry Christmas,

Emily Bonds




Christmas Eve
December 24

Excerpt from The Valley of Vision Puritan prayers:

0 God A3 '
and e Iar
letmek arg

t to the watchful shepherds,

) praise
hed ce

d to a reco v
s goat,

to 60k with sem upon yARedeemgrs face,
and in higf account mygelf delivegéddfrom sin;

let me wihrSime0 ﬁ e néw-Porn childgeymy beart
0 d h

embrace I -, dith,
ﬂ d | am Bis.
ast givén me so muchthat heaven can give ae

exulting tha

In him tfrov
| love this prayer! In it, we are invited to enter in to the sto
sermons inviting us to place ourselves in the story, through
shepherds, or wise men. Once, L even heard a sermon from the pe
nativity scene

nothing more tender and vulnerable. And so it seems almost like a violation of Christ's holiness and
majesty to pray that we might hold him near our hearts like Simeon did. More often, we find



ourselves in need of being held close by Christ. But this intimate image beckons us to remember the
Christmas reversal of logic. Jesus became weak and adorned flesh; now he knows us like no other
god. Eugene Peterson, who recently himself entered into the arms of Jesus, phrased John 1:14 like
this: “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood We saw the glory with




Christmas
December 25

If you look back at the first page of this Advent devotional book, you see that we began our journey to

stery of the Incarnation. | would like to close ot ther with
another offering f ] e. This time, he considers the Miracle in the M the form of a

W@der upgon the Christ-child:

: made unerothtpsé

ather he rema

Vo i

Filling the world,

He liesin a manger.

Ruler of the stars,

That Gg t of

Merry Christmas!!!
Jim Barnette






